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CRIB IS A WARM 
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‘AHH, BUT YOU ARE THOUGH ACT BE STILL, MY CHARNEL- 
PALE MY DARLING : TTHINK,SO LILY. DO NOT TREMBLE. 


YOUR UNCLE HAS 
A YARN TO TELL, 
A JOKE, A 
BEDTIME STORY... 


PALE AS WE. 


“NY EYE INPLODED AND 
PHOSPHOROUS. SHRIEKED 
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HEARD A DEAFENING CHORD 
| CRASHED OT PEN A 
THOUSAND HARE «« 


THERE ARE BETTER WAXS JO 


Kae ONE'S GRIP FROM 
‘= THE Micon 


CONTINUED ON 222 PAGE FOLLOWING. 


= x 


fe ee a ANY va 
re Wo ws al 
2 7 eS OEE 


“IT WAS MY PHULGIRE THAT SHRIVELER 
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SANS TOO DENSE AND 
TRONBOUNE TO CLINE 
TOWARD THE t/BHT. 


" STRUGGLED FREE 
FROM THAT ALIGN 


ANO TREACLE «BLACK 
: TWILIGHT..0 


Y DEAREST ABIGAIL, 
E YOUR GRASP OF THE 
INHUMAN 1S SO ZM/7ED. 
AND SHALLOW, i 


2OWG BEFORE 
HE LOANED HIS 
FLESH TOME, MATTHEW 
JOSEPH CABLE WAS NO 
| STRANEER TO (HONSTROSITY. 


‘WITH HIM, IF WAS.A aD) 2 ALUKE OF TEBRUN HAD TROUTSKINNED 
MONSTROSITY OF CUS, Mig AN GEN SOUR HUSBAND AB WOMEN WITH THE 
| : 2” \ LUSTER OF MEOM... 
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WOL TM NOT LISTENING! § 
NO NONE NO... 


7 CERTAINLY; MY PROXIMITY 
DID NOT HINDER HIS 
DISINTEGRATION... 


HIS CW PATH TO HELL. 


YOUR HUSBAND'S 
TALENTS MINE TO 
EMPLOY. 


IND THERE IS nome ¥ 
HAT I CANNOT Co. 
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ARE MUFFLED, 
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2 - AND BENEATH THE OCEAN THERE ARE TERRIBLE LIGHTS <0 


aa AND ABOVE THE SKY A L THINK SOMETHING'S 
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- “ABOVE SUX HUNDRED 
WE'RE DEALING WITH POWER-USERS |} 


WHATEVER IT 1S... COVERING 
THE SOUTH AND HEADING 
NORTH... 
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Shishi 


BEATS ME, WACORUE JUST WENT, HOW DO THEY EXPECT US To CAE 
BERSERK AND STARTED UP WHACKIN’ HIS WITH FREAKS LIKE THESE 2 
HEAD AGAINST THE CELL DOOR... ; 


TROUBLE 45, ANATOWIY LIKE 
THAT, WHO CAN GAY HOW 
BAD HE'S ART HIMGELF? 


| WAVES RAL OL 
SWELLING CIPON 
A FEVER- IDE, 


THEIR BLACKNE 
| MRELIEVED BY 


+»: SHIRTLESS IN THE FREEZING FOS. 


Tn. 


WEIN and BERN WRIGHTSON 


° 
0 


CONTINUED ON 2* PAGE FOLLOWING. 


WRITE RIGHT NOW! 


Write advertiser direct for information. 


For advertising rates write 
Print Advertising Representatives, Inc. 
355 LEXINGTON AVE., N.Y, N.Y. 10017 


SELF 
DEFENSE 
AMERICAN 
ST YEE 


DEPEND YOURSELF ! 
No tricks. No gimmicks. 
Develop your power and 
muscles and your inner 
strength. FAST and BASY. 
‘The AMERICAN WAY! 

We can show you how to 
be a winner. Gain your 


friends' respect. Completion certificate may 
be avarded. SEND your name and address to 


"AMERICO "BOK X673 MARSHFIELD, MAS: 


ROWHEADS: 

Wine au Many Indian Tribes 
FREE Arrowhead with Catalog $1.00 
URIS THE ROW ME ER 

| CAMBRIDOE. 11043 43725—— 


5 Alsat Marvel & 0C 
GL. 
Mags, Dark Shadows, Te 


Aver | 

Disney, Movie Items, etc. From ‘rate 

| We Buy. GIANT CATALOG $1.00 +] 
IARD'D. ROGOESKY | 


and FREE protective comic 


_/ A688 Boundary, San Diego, CA ‘B16 


‘Of visit Our Store: 


i | 250,000 in stock, comy 
Groups from 1995-1 
i] James Bond, U. 


ll “Over 4 feet Tall! 
*Ready to Fly in 


only 
HW Nylon Super-String $1.49 
Send Chack of Money Order to; 
Skyworks Inc, FO. Box eos, 
Winchester, MA 01860 


Pen pals are fun! Learn about our 

world and peoples. 143 nations 

available. Write for application. 
INTERNATIONAL PENFRIENDS 
Box 262. mene: KS 67865 


FREE information. NO OBLIGATION, This is the 
AMERICAN WAY not oriental. Learn to be strong. 


‘GOLDEN STATE COMICS 


‘Send '26¢ tar comics gelling list 


Thousands of Marvels = DCs 
For catalog send nicae 
CENTORCOM! 

€. 42 St. New Loeed NY 10168, 
icone Cantormedia inc. 


DC, MARVEL, DELL Col 
BELOW GUIDE; UP TO coe ‘OFF. BONUS 
OFFERS ON 12P9. LIST. SEND: 35€ TOG. 
HEIDEN, 1650 OCEAN AVE. BKLYN, NY-14290: 
GUM: CARDS. STOCKED: — SEND: FOR 
SPECIAL LIST: NOW & SAVE. 


THE ORIGINAL “DIAMOND GLOVE” 

Own one of these fantastic “Diamond 
Gloves” for only $16.95 plus $2.00 
postage & handling “Guaranteed: to 
make you feel like a stant” Send $18.95 
to: “DIAMOND GLOVE”, P.@. 88x" 
60836, LAS VEGAS, MV 89168 

Allow 6-10 wks. for delivery. Available 
in Gold, Silver, Red or Blue. 


ATTENTION VIRGINIA 
If you are traveling this summer 
come see us at 
DAVE'S COMICS 
VILLAGE SHOPPING CENTER 
7019E THREE CHOPT ROAD 
RICHMOND, VA. 23226 


12050 for 


oa BOOKS LIST JUST 50¢! Comic begs 
ie 100! Comic Price Guide-New! $7.95, 
be please add $1.50 for postage. Phone 
518-439-0963 or write: John S. lavarone, 44 
Gl NY. ZO 7. 


ded BODYBUILDING: eae 


‘WRITE RIGHT NOW! 


uparman is a Trwdamsti of DC Comics’ Inc. ©1083 


COLLECTOR'S ITEM 
Future Energy Source 
OIL SHALE ROCK-$5.00 Postage Paid 


(804) 282-1211 
You won't be sorry. 


GREATEST FUN CATALOG On! EARTH 


Leypreai 


At. 2, Box. kad Hieionviie; Ky. 40437, 


COMIC GRAB BAGS 
100 DIF. MARVEL - $26.00, 100 DIF. DC - 
$25.00, 100 DIF. MIXED PUBS. - $21.50, 
VG-MINT. INC. POSTAGE - WHOLESALE. 
CAT. $1.00, 100 PG. RETAIL CAT. $3.00. 
PASSAIC BOOK CTR 
594 MAIN AVE. - DEPT. B 
PASSAIC, N.J. 07055. 


COLLECTORS: Problems Finding That 
Special Comic?, We have Thousands-Of 
Comics Compatitively Priced. _ For List 
Send 75c (Refundable With 1st Order) 
To: K&R COMICS 1388 Thomas Place, 
Dubuaue.lowa 5200F — 


3 MIL COMIC BAGS _ 
$5.25 per 100 bags 
Include 25¢ for catalog 
EMPIRE COMICS : 
$72 Stone. Road, Rochester, NY: 44818, es 


Write advertiser direct for information. 
For advertising rates write 


Print Advertising Representatives, Inc. 
355 LEXINGTON AVE, N.Y, ALY. 10017 


BECAUSE YOUR EVENTUAL 

DESTRUCTION IS ALREADY A 

FACT, ACCOMPLISHED AND 
ABSOLUTE... ag 


AND FHE 
RETURNED. 


Coa hee i 
we Sey ee ven oo ari : s 3 


ANNO IN AOLIEA BYOUNG AND OMTSICELAUHUCTIE, _... AND GUS PRITCHETT 2 ANO IN MHOWRCE, HATTIE 


HER ER PACE FROM 
SOMEWHERE, 


SAILOR. ON SHORELERVE JODY HERBERT SUDDENLY GALES OUT OVER A SCHOHL- — DUIPLANTIS SHUDDERS AND 
rye A ce DECIOES 70 1HKE A RIDE YARD ABANDONED TO RESOLVES 10 GO FORA 
Ue J 


ON UPTO THE BAYOU. SHADOW AND THINKS HOW WALK RATHER THAN THINS 
eee = ABOUT THE NESS IN THE 
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‘Dear Dick Gi I may be so informal), 
You've given us xeadersthe 
impression that, whet with the now 
weekly | frequency: of the 
“Meanwhile... “ column, you may be 
ing a little short of topics. If so, I'd 
guggest one, dealing with a 
‘question that has plagued me 
throughout my 12-odd years of comic- 
' pollecting: How do the individual 
‘artiate, writers, colorists, stc., get” 
assigned to 4 particular title? Is thie 
: solely the editor's decision, or does the 
“alent” (especially the big-name 
talent) have some leverage as well? 
_ Since there's a limited pool to drawon, 
who decides that one book will be 


dtawn by George Pérez and another by 


Alex Saviuk? Why has Aliredo Alcala. 
been ausigned to ink Don Newton and 
Bob Smith assigned to ink Gene Colan 
3. the pages of BATMAN, and 
*PEVECTIVE, instead of the more 
appropriate vice versa (Le, Smith on 
Newton and Alcala on Colan)? 
| (Actually, I'd much rather see Dan 
“Adkins or yourself inking Newton, but 
‘perhaps! should save this fora letter to 
| kes Wein.) How much say do the 
“miner” contributors (colorists, 
letterers) have over their assignments? 
Bor example, Glynis Wein and Tom 
| Orzechowaki obviously have some 
kind of stranglehold over the X-Men 
(something I think we've all wished to. 
“have at one time or another) over at 
Marvel, but is this because they've 
demanded to, been asked to, or by 
‘mutual consent? 
~ Obviously, this is « topic that can be 
dealt with inthe general—you need not 
‘discues any of the particular ee 
mentioned above, or even any 
particular examples at all (though 1 
think a few illustrative examples 
“would be nice). I think this is a topic of 
interest to both the fan population and 
the general readership—I hope you'll 
poe oe ‘on if. 
: Sincerely yours, 
Jesse Hochstadt 
126 Joralemon St. 
‘Brooklyn, NY 11201 


detcimine who should be in ourtalent 
pool and who should not, Pat 


oe ‘our editorial coordinator, 


mines who is available and is 
apable of meeting the deadline 
requirements of a ‘particular job, and 


. the editor determines which of the 


Here we qo, Jesse—and I hope. the — 
following will answer your question(s) 
and provide some insights into the 


inner workings of DC Comics. 


First, let me say that I'm speaking 
only about the way we at DC do © 
business. I can't speak for Marvel or 
any other comic book publisher, 
though my guess would be that there 
would not be a whole lot of differences 
in procedures. 

To answer your questions we chet 
separate our titles into two distinct 


groups. 1) House titles: in which the 


creator or creators {if known) are no 
longer active in the production of their 


creation. SUPERMAN, BATMAN, 


GREEN LANTERN, WONDER 

WOMAN, and FLASH Ss 
category, ae do many others. 

2) Creator titles: those that are written 
and/or drawn by the creator(s) or re- 
creator(s) of the title. THE NEW TEEN 
TITANS, BLUE DEVIL, RONIN, 
CAMELOT 3000, and JEMM, SON OF 
SATURN {all in this category. In this 
latter category, assignments are _ 
determined by contract. When a 
creator, or 4 creative team, makes 4 
presentétion to us on Anewidea, anew 
concept, or a new treatment for ss 
existing characters, he has the right to 
expect, and indeed is given, a contract 
that acknowledges his creation and 


guarantees bis creative involvementin | 
and will grimble when they must 


the future of that property. The contract 
also details his financial participation. 
Weare then, more or leas, “married” to 
the creator(s) for the run of the book— 
one year, two years, or whatever they. 
and we agree to. This was the case, say, 
‘with Frank Miller and RONIN and 
Mary Wolfman and Pérex on 
THE NEW TEEN TITANS, as well as 
Mike W. Barr and Brian Bolland on 
CAMELOT 3000. In essence, the - 
creator generates his own assignment 
in thie case, and it more closely 
resembles a book publishing 
atrangement than one common to 
magazine publishing. 

Bh, but the former category. 1 
suspect that is where the real answers. 
to your questions lie. In theday today. 
Aabsignments, three people share 
responsibility for generating free: 
lance artist and/or writer _ 
assiqnments Ax executive editor, 1 


available talent pool suits his creative 
eds. All three of us muat agree on 
which of the free-lancers should be 
Given exclusive contracts. (Typically 
one-year in duration, the freée-lancer 
ind we agree on an amount of work 
that will keep him busy full-time. We 
guarantee thal amount, he agrees to 
work only jor us, and we give him a 
bonus on the anniversary date of the 
contract.) Therefore, to answer your 


specific questions regarding the 
assignments on BATMAN and — 
DETECTIV! 


E: 1) Obviously all of those 
talented folk were approved by me. 
2) Editor Len Wein requested the 
inking assignment to he handed outto 
Alcala on BATMAN and Smith on 
DETECTIVE. 3) Pat Bastienne was: 
able to clear their time and meet Len's 
request. 

Other assignments and aaa! 
artiats’ speed are 4 factor aleo. Alfredo 
is faster than Bob, has fewer ironclad 
commitments on other assignments, so 
itis logical that he should ink the 23- 
page story, leaving the shorter 15- 
page DETECTIVE story to Bob Smith. 
We publish monthly, and days count. 
Yn thie case, Jesse, I think I can speak 
for Len Wein as well as myself, that we 
disagree with you that vice versa — 
would be more appropriate. ff we 
eliminated all other factors, I think Len 
would still have requested the same 


inkere on their current assignment for 


the best creative mix, and I would 
agree with Him. As to Dan Adkins or 


myself on Newton's pencils—neitherof 


us can commit to inking 23 pages & 
month, times 12 months. Dan is too 
slow and I'm too buay. 1 do love to ink. 
Don’s pencils, though, and will not 
offen tum down the opportunity ifit'ss | 


+] fill-in or one-shot. We don’t consider 


the “minor” contributors minor, 

Certainly our editora don't If ime 

‘permits, they're willing to get on line 
their favorite letterer or color artist 


accept someone else. Fortunately, they 
don't all have the same favorites. 

In conclusion, Jesse, most if not all 
assignments are diciated by mutual 
needs and mutual consent, Artists and 
writers on assignments they're not 
happy with are sure to do less than 
their best. Lhope Ive helped. 

Thank you: se Good Afterncon: 


ee 


To Messrs, all: 

You've surprised mel t 

When | heard that the JLA would be 
the guest stars in SWAMP THING #24, | 
was quick to call this a stupid move, 
considering the constantly progressive 
realistic mood Moore, Bissette, 
Totleben, and Wein worked so hard to 
achieve. | perceived the presence of the 
JLA @8 @ cheap, inconsiderate move to 
bolster ailing sales. Even when the book 
artived on the shelves, | chastised it for 
weeks, until curiosity finally got the 
Better of mel Besides, issue #23 sort of 
left me hanging! 

‘So today! bought the book, read it, and 
Quickly proceeded to hit myself on the 
head with my stack of Titan’s books, 
‘which proved a billion times over that 
you can't pigeonhole the new DCI 

What can | say about, “Roots”? The 
beak was flawiess! I've never read 8 
eemic dripping with 0 much excellent 
ehafacterization! DC. better secure 
‘writer Alan Moore under lock and Keyl If 
this talented writer ever decides to 
6preéad his wings and try screenwriting 
ans » boy! 

Keep up the all-around teamwork, 
fellas! Go ahead! Surprise me! 


Sincerely, 

Tyrone Anthony Biljan 
39 Viking Drive 
Grimsby, Ontario 
Canada 

L3M 3V2 
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Dear Swamp People: 

1 must commend Alan Moore, 
Stephen Bissette, John Totleben, and, 
of course, editor Len Wein for making 
the recent handful of issues of THE 
SAGA OF THE SWAMP THING a grand 
feading experience. This creative 
team’s understanding of the Muck 
Monster far overshadows all of this 
Gttip’s post-Wrightson contributors. 

‘We have recently glimpsed into the 
mind of Swamp Thing, an area that has 
never really been explored before. | find 
it interesting that, in issue #24, Swamp 
Thing has finally accepted his cruel 
transformation, peacefully abandoning 
any hopes of once again being restored 
to his original form of Alec Holland. For 
twenty years now, the Hulk and the 
Thing have constantly bemoaned their 
plights, and that bores the longtime 
reader. Having a “monster” like Swamp. 


Thing Actually accept his fate will no 
doubt pave the way for a new difection 
for thi jes, 


| h@ longer pity the Swamp Thihg; in 
fact, | even envy him a bit. He isn't 
boagled with the multitudinous 
problems that we humans face daily in 
“eivilization.” He is one with nature, and 
he is complacent. How many pesple do 
you know that are truly satisfied with 
theif lives? | can’t name one. Yeah, 
Maybe the Swamp Thing is pretty 
fortunate, after all. 

The JLA was handied extremely well 
in SOTST #24, Surprisingly, we were 
trested to @ sight that is seldom shown 
in the pages of their own magazine: 
from their. satellite headquarters, the 
JLA‘ers were observing their opponent 
(Woodrue) before taking action. Too 
often the League simply zips off into 
bettie, without first studying their 
enemy. | think that an effective team 
would want to know what they are up 
against before a confrontation, and 
apparently Alan Moore agrees. 

The Bissette/Totleben art is perfect 
for this strip (and they also.can draw a 
mean Hawkman). The only thing I'didn’t 
like about their effort this issue was the 
close-up of Firestorm's face on page 
nine ... he looked like Jean Stapietont! | 
almost expected Superman to tell the 
‘spunky Nuclear Man to “stifle himself.” 

By comparison, Jason Woodrue 
makes the Joker appear completely 
sane. | was moved by the compassion 
that Superman and Green Lantern 
expressed towards this sick, pitiable 
Greature during his capture. Another 
ni¢e touch was GL calling Superman by. 
his christened name, Kal. Most writers 
‘tend to neglect his Kryptonian appella- 
tion. Even though this was merely a 
Quest shot, the Justice League has not 
been handled this well in ages. Maybe 
you've found @ future JLA soripter in 
Alan Moore. He's aiso the perfect choice 
for the proposed Superman/Swamp 
Thing pairing in the upcoming DC 
COMICS PRESENTS, 

SOTST transcends the boundaries 
that the classification “mystery comic’’ 
‘ensues, And if it's nota mystery comic, 
or @ super-hero comic, of @ science- 
fiction comic, of a funny animal comic, 
of a sword and sotcery comic, then what 
is it? Entertaining, that’s whetl! 

Despite the aforementioned 
“Dingbaet” Firestorm, I'd have to say 
SOTST #24 was flawless! |'ve been 
reading comics for close to twenty years 
and writing to them for half as tong, and 
I've never found a single issue of acomic 


enjoyed as much as this one. Kudos to 
alll THE SAGA OF THE SWAMP THING 
is one comic | will definitelyrecommend 
to others. 

Sorry for the length of this letter, but I 
had to express my enthusiasm for your 
superb éffofts. In closing,a request: now 
that this series has surpassed the 
fiumbering of its predecessor, Gah you 
please drop “The Saga of the” and 
simply eall it SWAMP THING? 


Peace, 

Michael Eury 

98 Lawndale Avenue 
Coneord, NC 28025 


Edith Bunker, huh? Personally. | don’t 
866 the resemblanee, but everyone's 
entitled to their awn opinion, andin this 
ase, perception. No two artists inter- 
pret @ tharacter the same way; if they 
did, life would be boring. As for THE 
SAGA OF, we feel it fits the mood and 
milieu of the book, especially since the 
words connote the directions in which 
Alan is headed. 
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Dear Len and friends, 

Of course I'm impressed by the 
eurrent run in SWAMP THING, What 
feally amazed me was issue 24. You 
actually pulled it off. 

1 was sure that the sad, shaggy 
Swamp Thing of recent months and the 
delightfully swishy Woodrue would be 
Able to coexist with the Justice League 
of America. Surely Woodrue would 
become just another crazy super-villain 
‘and Hotland-never-was would be back 
where he was ten years ago (note: ten 
years ago Swamp Thing was doing a 
guest shot in Conway's CHALLENGERS 
OF THE UNKNOWN), 

| shouldn't have forgotten where I'd 
first heard the name Alan Moore, The 
man who made a forgotten British 
imitation of Captain Marvel'into a being 
who actually seemed more than human, 
wasn't going to give us the Super- 
Friends. 

Alan Moore feels about super-heroes 
the way | do, | think. They are myth: - 
figures for our culture, embodiments of 
what we desire and fear. it i¢ ap- 
propriate that they should evoke awe in 
those who watch them at play. Of 
course, they're sometimes grotesque 
nd absurd. People are absurd, 90 why 
should their gods be otherwise? 

| want to see more of Alan Moore's 
super-heroes. He's very good with 


them. He knows what they are and how 

they should be treated. The Swamp 

Thing is of the same kind. Not a super- 

hero, certainly, but he /s a myth-figure, a 

being who stands for more than himself 

(or is it that we are never able to stand 
completely for ourselves?). 

Hopefully, 

John M. Burt 

517 NM 16th St. 

Corvallis, OR 97330 


On the other hand... 


Dear Sirs: 

Were it not for the sake of preserving 
the continuity of my SOTST collection, 
issue #24 wouid find itself on the 
bottom of some obscure compost heap. 

What vicissitudes have occurred? 
SOTST was once such an extraordinary 
comic. 

My foremost iavartae is the story- 
fine. Swampy’s meeting something 
“similiar” to Jason Woodrue would be 
great. Unfortunately, he had to meetzhe 
sJlason Woodrue, insuring the presence 
ofthe JLA. Here is where the moss inmy 
hemoglobin boils. The JLA does not 
belong in Swampy's mag, They are as 
out of place there as the LSH would be in 
WARLORD, The art wasn’t even JLA 
style. Oh,. the panels were good, but 
they're just not what we've become 
accustomed to. The characters other 
than the JLA looked terrific. Swampy 
would be improved if you'd get the little 
flowers off of him and make him appear 
‘as he did when Yeates did the art. But 
please, never let other super-heroes 
‘appear in this mag, and end my worries 
about the contingency of Plastic Man 
appearing in SOTST. 

To paraphrase a certain American 
patriot: “I know not how others may fee! 
about Swampy's returning to his 
Pristine state of glorious prominence, 
but as for me, give me the original 
Swampy, or give me Spider-Man!” 

Chagrinfully, 
The Sesquipedalian 
No address given 
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Dear Sirs: 

The all-around excellent quality of 
issue #24 has prompted me towrite this 
‘letter and at the same time subscribe to 
your wonderful novel. (I call ita novel, to 
separate it from things such as Gi JOE 
or THE NEW MUTANTS, which are 
called comics, but aren't in the same 
‘league’as SWAMP THING.) Now, with 
my subscription, | don’t have to camp 
‘out at the door of the local comic store, 

Issue #24 was a very good wrap-up of 
the Floronic Man saga, A villain 
defeated in a nonviolent manner, some- 
thing pretty rare in comic books. I'm kind 
of glad also, because the Floronic Man 


did have a point in his argument, even 


, though he went about achieving his 
goals in. the wrong manner, Man must 
tind a way of living peacefully with 
nature; if we cut down a forest it must be 
replanted; if the world needs more 
energy we must find methods (such as 


solar energy) that don’t pollute and thus 
destroy nature. | think Swampy said it 
best himself when he said, “Yes. | 
wonder, will your people do as much?” 
after Abby had said that the plants had 
backed down. Speaking of Swampy, 
with this issue he seems at peace, and 
he seems to- possess an inner wisdom 
that was lacking before. 

In ail the letters | have written to this 
mag | have not said one critical remark, 
and the reason for that is...you guys 
have been perfect and left me with 
nothing to criticize. Maybe there's one 
thing: why aren’t there any Puerto 
Ricans in this book??? Oh, yeah, .how 
‘bout giving an issue just to focus on 
Abby, my favorite other person in this 
mag. One final thing, the last page in 
issue #24 was truly beautiful. 

Sincerely, 

Jose Martinez 

12 Tudor Lane 

Bel Air, MD 21014 

P.S. The super-hero team-up did not go 

as badly as | thought, Still, keep other 
super-heroes from this book. 


We try to portray society as it is, Jose, 
with @ broad range of ethnie char- 
acters. So far in SOTST there hasn't 
been @ storyline involving the Puerto 
Rican nationality, That's not to gay that 
there won't be at some future date. 


poove 


Dear Editor, 

Having just come to the end of one of 
the greatest ever “runs” jn the history of 
comics, let alone the history of the 
SWAMP THING, | am compelied to write 
to you for the first time, | am of course 
teferring to SOTST #24, in which the 
“Saga” has finally emerged from the 
shadow of the Wein/Wrightson 
classics, But no sooner have | finished 
teading “Roots” than! start to worry—is 
this not the logical end to the SAGA OF 
THE SWAMP THING, the way he can ba 
written into comic book limbo? After all, 
we have now reached that dreaded 
stage when the original title was can- 
celled: the 24th issue, and despite a tan- 
talizing preview of next month's cover, 
there isa lack of letters, | know from past 
experience that this can often mean 
very bad news, 2 

Nevertheless, Alan Moore has open- 
ed up a whole can of worms, and could 
take Swampy anywhere—he’s already 
given him a new origin and has taken 
the magazine to heights | never thought 
it was likely to achieve. Mr. Moore is 
such a versatile writer that he can even 
introduce the JLA without allowing 
them to intrude too much. He is also 
clearly adept at allowing the artists as 
much room as possible; the artwork of 
Stephen Bissette and John Totleben has 
gotten better and better. To call it 
breathtaking would not be an exagger- 
ation—nor | think would it be an over- 
statement to say that this is the best art, 
and the best comic, currently on sale, 

Yours faithfully, 
Simon Bullivant 
5 Guilford Place 

London 


The reason there was no letter column 
in issue #24 was not due to a lack of 
mail, Simon. Fan response: has been 
tremendous and keeps on getting better 
each month. Unfortunately, that month, 
there was a problem with the typs- 
setting, and we're sure it won't happen 
again. As for the “dreaded stage” — 
we're way passed issue #24, and happy 
to say, doing just swell, thank you. 
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Dear Alan, Stephen, and John: 
i've been with SOTST since issue #1, 

mostly because | wanted a break from 
super-types running around in skin- 
tight Danskins. | haven’t been sorry did 
since. There's a quality about-SWAMP 
THING that simply can’t be described. 
The art has a brooding and melancholy 
flavor that reinforces the stories rather 
than distracting from it. Few comics 
today rarely possess such a. mind- 
stabbing impact. Namely, the ability to 
have a “message” and get it across in~ 
such a style to leave the reader rehash- 
ing it-after the book is laid aside.- The 
chemistry between writer and artist is 
on a level that should inspire envy in. 
every creative team out there. Issue #24 
confirmed this in a positive and- moving 


way. 
At first | wasn’t thrilled about the 
JLA's presence, but instead of ‘bailing 
Swampy out and giving him the usual 
uplifting, spiritual advice | expected, 
their conversation aboard the satellite® 
gave the story just the right edge. in © 
every way #24 is a masterpiece. From’. 
the beautifully executed JLA satellite 
above the earth where the “over- _ 
people” sit like some kind of helpless 
demigods to the shock of Evangeline’s 
intro on page 10 {an unforgettable por- 
trayal of technology's helplessness in 
resolving some issues) to the fantastic 
tendition of Swampy rising alone above: 
@ gloomy swamp in the red light of . 
dawn. That scene alone possessed all 
the triumph and tragedy contained in 
the SWAMP THINGI I'm hooked, guys! 
Whatever you do with Swampy in the 
future, don't let him sink inthe mediocre 
mire of a lot of books on the racks nowy.-’ 
There's so much potential | don’t think 
you've even begun to tap. 
Richard Youghn 
3734 Jeffersonville Rd. 
Macon, GA'31201 
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In closing, I'd like to thank Alfredo Alcala 
for pitching in with his fine inking this 
issue, Next month—Swamp Thing 
avenges Abby's death in the ultimate 
battle against Arcane and the fate of 
Abby and Matt is revealed! You won't 
want to miss “The Brimstone Ballet”! 
And on an entirely different ‘note... . 
Barring the unforeseen, Alan, Steve, 
and John are all planning to be at the 
Creation Convention in New York City at 
the end of August. So, for all of you lucky * 
people who live in and around the New , 
York area, check your favorite fan 
magazine for announcements, 


Thanks for reading, everyone, and we'll 
86@ you next month—Karen 
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